News fromS T . MA R
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THE DOOMSDAY SCENARIO!

8 | know that you are looking for Jesus,

. . . . . who was crucified. He is not here, be-
When learning to be a Vicar, the first rule in ministry they teac cause he has risen.

you is ABe nice to and do ncE Shoy the church f  ow
y Oou wi | | suffer.o Matthew Chapter 28, verse 5

One Friday morning recently
a couple of hours arranging their displays making things look

for the coming weekend, and later as usual | went over to chus i
to lock up at 4, only to find the cleaner Doreen in a state. She “.%
me how a florist had been in, utterly convinced that a Wedding L/-
was taking place here at St
reends protests she stripped
plays, dumped them on the floor in the side chapel and proce
to install her own elaborate creations.
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he Passion by G.F. Handel
all other services as usual too)

After an hour or so Doreen managed to get hold of our offiC|aI Compline Monday and WeAd”ESday_
wedding list and showed this lady that no wedding was sched St. Maryos 8:0
for Saturday. A couple of phone calls later Mrs. X discovered Celzsnll tesely e

should have been at St Mary Chesham witho
she took the best of our blooms, our stands and her own flow - Cm?slag?]yP;hsif\?;yfollowed "
disappearing into the dark, presumably off to Chesham. B 5y EUE e il sl of e

My blood froze. | considered plastic surgery and emigration.

me? Good Friday

10:00am Music, prayers and reflection

All Saints Coleshill
The greater doomsday scenario we all encounter is the incon

: Fri
ient fact that we have to die one day. For many of us the very 00pm Good riday tu
thought induces blood curdling terror, and is pushed as far aw Easter Saturday
as possible. Yet it need not be so. Easter is the time to remem : . .
Service of Light 8:00pm
that the Lord Jesus has gone along that hard road before us,
promises to all who care to put their faith, their trust in him, tha V\ Easter Sunday

he will see us safely through. We have confidence in his prom{§

by the beshttested fact in history, his Resurrection from the de :‘=r> Holy Communion 8:00am

Family Eucharist 10:15am
Holy Communion11:45am
Festival Evensong 6:00pm Coleshill

You will be pleased to know that the rogue flower arranger dul
made peace with our team and my life was spared. Easter is ti&
best time to make peace with our fears by accepting the amazjh
promise of Christ. Do not let the opportunity pass you by.
Tim Harper,

Rector of St. Maryobs

Easter 2010

S

Www.stmarysamersham.co.uk

Inside this edition:

Meet our new Youth Leader, the Flower Festival, Birthday Celebrations at First
Steps, fluorescent colours in School Lane and Women Bishops.



http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.angryhuman.com/theblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/crucifixion.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.angryhuman.com/2009/04/05/jesus-tap-dancing-christ/&usg=__lFyh0-djRNL_eoYnnqtnfIsjaFw=&h=257&w=385&sz=48&hl=en&star

Women Bishops?....
AnkaliticlelbyathelRevARosielHaliper

OK. I guess itis time for me to come clean. When | The issue is simple. There could be two types of legisla-
was appointed to the parish of Great Missenden | | | tion. The first would be a simply measure enabling this
was at the same time invited to become the chair of énove coupled with an agreement to make allowances for
national pressure group campaigning for women | | the minority. The second would enshrine those allowances
bishops, and the then Archdeacon warned me off.| | in law and thus put a twaier episcopate into the fabric of

She felt that it would undermine my ministry if | our institution.

tookonthatrolef/And | didndét; and in retrospect |

think | was wrong to bow to that pressure. Let me quote my friend and effective national spokesper-

Why do | have this passion? Because | think, indeeds on Chri stina Rees: O6Most peopl e

know that one of the g¢r avanttedstinguish ialansbetivaen mate dara fedade bishe r | d
is the way women are treated in vast areas of the | | ops. People are interested in bishops, whether male or fe-
planet. They are oppressed, abused, live in poverty| male, who have a heart for the priests and people in their

are denied education or basic human rights, and in | diocese. They do not want to see the historic episcopate of
many cases at the same time do pretty much all the the Church of England destroyed in order to appease less
grindingly hard work needed to support families. than 2% of clergy who do not believe women should be

Their lives are short and without joy or freedom. Theor dai ned. 0
church should be on fire with a passion to right this

massive wrong, but i nst|dtésdothonouripgea Ghiststhatshis churchtsquabblasoverg it 6 s
own women as second cldgbus undermining any | | this while there are so many huge issues to concern us
moral credibility they might have. peace and poverty, justice, health and education. At the

same time we will not revisit this for many, many years
At the moment a parish may pass resolutions that| | and it cannot be right that we institutionalise discrimination
mean that no woman may preside at communion. | for generations to come.
This is often at the behest of a male priest who be-
|l ieves that Godos graceldayooanhpvienow ol efgdri ta @suitn glye
male of the species. measure and a level playing field.

| suspect that most people reading this article will be
genuinely surprised that women bishops is not al-
ready a done deal. We have had women priests for
many years-some great, some not so grepist like

the guys; but it is apparent that women priests have
made a huge contribution to the flourishing of the
church. General Synod has accepted the principle of
women bishops, but now is having a terrible struggle
drawing up legislation that will bring this about and
yet safeguard the sensibilities of those who feel un-
able to accept Episcopal oversight fomawomian. (DI D YOU KNOWgg?????
Given that many of these people accept the ordina-| Anthony Priddis, our former Rector, is now a me

tion of woman as priests is it perverse of me to sus- per of the House of Lords. We wish him well.
pect that this has more to do with power than theol- To find out mare, follow this link

ogy? www.cofe.anglican.org/about/bishopsinlords/hereford/
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Val with Bells on!
Congratulations to
Valerie Simmonds, who ig
J: now the Tower Captain!

Rev. Rosie Harper
Easter: 2010
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ou haverl

J’ If you would like to join
her, please phone:

01494 724693
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BRIGHT CLOTHES FOR DARK DAYS.
A REPORT BY 2 PUPILS

On 29th January Junior Road
Safety Officers, Richard and
Emma, organised a competition t

raise awareness of wearing bright

clothes on dark mornings. They
asked the children to wear
Afsomet hing fI
their school uniform to school
t hat morning.
idea we wondered whether any-
one would take part. On the
morning of the competition |
nervously put my bright yellow
leg-warmers on, worrying

uo

whet her | 6d be
said Emma.
nAs | wal ked to

see lots of brightly coloured chil-
dren walking through Old Amer-
sham. | knew then that it would

be a success. We had decided to

offer a prize to each phase and

needed to be at school before eve= : .
1o welcome Dads and grandparentgarticularly good to hear of one little

St .

ryone else so that we could have
good look as they walked up the
steps to the yard. When | got to
school that morning, to judge the
competition, | saw people who
seemed to have made a real ef-
fort. Some had cut out skirts or
made signs and hats out of fluo-
rescent materials or wore flashing
lights. Everyone could be seen
from a long way
of f. 0O

Some of the chil-
dren made very \

elaborate hats and outfits; some
wore fluorescent coats, armband:
gloves or clothes.

Emma and Richard were very
pleased with the outcome. They
had achieved their objecti®e
everyone became very aware of
the need for bright clothes on
dark mornings and evenings. It
was a very worthwhile project.

Happy Birthday to

RS SIELS

First Steps celebrate
its 18" birthday in
March 2010 and is a

°| What motivates
Edith to dedicate
SO much time to

Qchildren as a way of
introducing young families to their the opportunity to socialise with others

A Wﬁegs'wns\ﬁ%rt wpihaagoutlzq1 jnutas h i | e .

real success story. | v - the group? She
sai d: it
so much pleas-
ur eo.

the parents value

as a
ents and prachool

first step into the church fellowship and they really appreciate her efforts.
and worship. Itisopentoallyoungil r ecei ved so0o ma

She

gi
k

ny

ceril'i% tgﬁow roqm inéiq/e rpd out+ wishes after an operation | had, it made
side the c

urch congregation. The the whole thing seem really worth-

0 She al so

by extended to her by these young fami-
lies.

of songs and prayers, followe
refreshments and social chats.
There is a large stock of donated
toys suitable for that age group.

argely dye tq the dedication f
Edrifh%Hurggrﬁﬂe ,wr?gﬁ:é%egn
ru%n@q]tfbeﬁrpup alrpostcsch tlhed
beginning, the idea has gone from
strength to strength over the years.The group was actually formed by the
Edith keeps records of the childrenpr evi ous rector
who attended and follows their prathony Priddis, then taken over by the

ress. |Itds not
along: Edith is particularly pleaseds upport er

of the
into the group, and several attend boy who <cal |l ed
regularly. Edith also sends a followc hur ch o, because
-up card after children have been troduced to the building through First
baptised, inviting people todropin.St e p s 0

They will certainly receive a warm

welcome and meet other local par-Edith (along with her assistant Muriel

ents. Thompson) organised the brilliant
birthday celebrations and would love
St. Maryos C of isk toharfromaanypneSvhdiveoald like to

bursting at the seams. This oversub- come along. The group meets on the

facilities on offer, not to make way for ¢, gank Holidays) in the church itself
extra pupils but to ensure those on rollat 10.30 a.m

have enough space to learn, develop . .
and grow. Plans have been drawn up t O More information contact
enlarge the existing school. The goverEdith Humphries: Tel. 01494
nors have put aside money towards theg22871

extension of the school and planning
has recently been granted by the local
Council, so there will be some exciting
devel opments sooné

Susan Pounce

Chair of the
CofE Primary School
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Opportunities to join Duncan:

| ntroduci ngéeéeé

Our new Youth Leader SUNDAY AN Exploration of the Christian faith in a relaxed atmos-
phere with hot drinks and bacon sandwichésvery Sunday from 10am
at The Parish Rooms.

SMYLE A youth club for young people from 4B years and includes
Christian teaching, worship, games, and tons of silliness.

CAFE AFRIG/very Friday from-80pm for all young people, an ope

youth club in the local coffee shop and young people get 50% of f gl
Du ncan Dyason items on sale on a Friday night.

==

Hi, my name is Duncan Dyason and | have
been asked by Tim to help with the youth worl
at St . |hkle begniirssalved in working
with young people for the last 24 years and
have come to realise how much there is to
learn! Part of the calling | feel | have on my
life is my work with street children in Latin
America. This photo was taken during my visit
to Central America in 2009The boy with me
is called Duncan, named by the city judge aftg
we found him abandoned in a cardboard box at
the age of only 15 daydHe is now three and = | love working with a group of quite challenging
doing really wel |l an dounggpéoplsin Amersham. & is alvéays a thrill

to see how God can change the life of a person
God has put on my heart a desire to see younghen they come into contact with tough love for
people reached with His love and come into athe first time. Please do continue to pray for our
relationship with Him.l would like to see our ' young people (we have an incredible group at
young people growing in their Christian faith, St . Maryds): say helll o to
sharing their faith with their friends and devel-them whenever you see them in church.
oping into the people God wants them to be. A
personal hope is that the young people will en-dzy OF yQa O2y it Ol ydzyo SNAY
brace the Amersham Youth Festival this July 01494 784029 mobile: 0777966221
and have a big input into the programme and
use it as an opportunity of sharing their
faith. We have also discussed the possibility of
a youth holiday this summer and will continue
to explore opportunities for the young people
to develop every area of their lives.

~
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We are staging a Flower Festival in the church on 4-6
June 2010~ —1e‘Z1'Z—-721"e1 >2Se’"— i11 >JEZZecel ’eele"1
to St Francis Hospice and towards a new dossal (the large
curtain behind the altar which is falling to bits).

If anyone in the Parish would like to make a donation
towards the cost of the flowers in memory of someone,
we can include their name in the festival programme.
Other donations would also be gratefully accepted. We
hold the festival once every five years and it is always a
very high standard. We look forward to seeing you.
Please contact Jo Coldham (725284) or Brenda Woodhead
(722636) for more information or to make a donation.
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